TOWN OF SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING
MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 13, 2013 MEETING

Present: Supervisor Seth Pitts; Town Council Members: Bruce Ferguson; Joe Wever; Dottie Schneider; Harold
Gilchrest; Town Clerk-Patricia Gilchrist

Absent: - Maurice Patrick-Planning Board; Gail Bearup-Georgi Museum

Others Present: Joe Boisclair-Highway Sup’t.; Donna Farringer-Courthouse; Al Cormier-Historian; Herb
Perkins-SYO; Bob Graham-Salem Fire Dep’t.; Jessica Corey-DCO Applicant

Public Present: Jay Bellanca; Ashleigh Morris-Eagle Newspaper

6:30 pm-Review & signing of Warrants #2 and Highway Abstract #2 of 2013 for approval and payment

7:00 pm-Meeting called to order by Supervisor Pitts, followed by Pledge of Allegiance

Review of minutes from January 09, 2013 regular board meeting. Motion made by Councilwoman Dottie
Schneider, seconded by Councilman Joe Wever, to approve minutes of January 09, 2013 regular board
meeting. Passed unanimously 5-0

Review of minutes from January 09, 2013, Organizational Meeting. Motion made by Councilman Joe Wever,
seconded by Councilwoman Dottie Schneider, to accept minutes of January 09, 2013 Organizational Meeting.
Passed unanimously 5-0

After review of Warrants and Highway Abstract, motion made by Councilwoman Dottie Schneider, seconded
by Councilman Harold Gilchrest, to pay Warrants #2 and Highway Abstract #2 of 2013 as presented. Passed
Unanimously 5-0

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Salem Fire Department-Chief Bob Graham provided report for January-2013, indicating 8 calls for the
month. 3-Village of Salem (1-fire alarm activation; 1-priority one echo; 1-carbon monoxide call); 3-Town of
Salem (3-MVA calls); Mutual Aid Calls: Cossayuna (1-MVA); Cambridge (1-Structure Fire)

Training: First Aid, CPR and AED refresher; monthly air pack check; cold water rescue training

Meetings: Attended Chief & Officer’s mtg. in Rupert, VT, held January 2013 Fire Dep’t. mtg.

Total Hours = 513; Report will be filed.

Courthouse-Director, Donna Farringer, thanked Supervisor Pitts and the board for securing funding with the
BAN, which has been paid back, earning approximately $128.00 in interest. Deadline for raising funds on the
Lakes to Locks MOU is May, 2013. Voucher will be signed tonight. There will be free workshops offered at the
CCC during the week of February vacation--02/18-22/13. There will be a winter nature hike, yoga, a cooking
class and snowshoeing. Parents are welcome to attend with their children. LEGO night will be held on Fridays
from 5:30-7:30 pm from February 8-March 8. ‘Beat the Winter Blues’ will be held February 23" and/or March
2"@6 pm. Eight local homes are offering their culinary talents for this enjoyable event. Tickets are $40.00
each and are available on a first come basis, with seating for approximately 6-8 for each home. Deadline for
reply is February 10™. On Saturday, 02/16/13, the VITA program will be available at the Courthouse for
preparation of basic income tax returns; appointment is required. Must have household income of less than
$49,000.00. History Month will once again be offered in March, with Dick McGuire and Debbie Craig just two
of the presenters.

Highway- Joe Boisclair reported that he will be traveling to Henderson to see the new truck; the box is
currently being installed. Pretty quiet; report provided from 01/10-02/13/2013 and will be filed.

Georgi Museum-The board approved a request from director, Gail Bearup, for the printing and mailing of a
newsletter, sum not to exceed $300.00. Motion made by Councilman Harold Gilchrest, seconded by
Councilman Joe Wever; passed unanimously 5-0. List of priorities for the coming year: The bathrooms will not
be open in mid-March and the buildings will not be open before the April 20" function. Work that needs to be
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done on buildings and put out to bid (report back at April meeting): replace/repair roof on main building;
removing back wall (@ end of building) and crumbling steps; exterior wall work on community room
bathroom.

No programs will be held containing any religious content or associated with any religious program(s).

Budget to expense will be closely monitored throughout the year with new spread sheets being provided.

Try to come up with new fund-raising ideas for 2013.

Town’s objective with regard to the Georgi on the Battenkill: To utilize the park grounds and buildings for the
enjoyment of the town’s residents; to organize and promote programs and events that appeal to the general
public (ex.-family fun days, concerts, plays, picnics, classes, etc.); to offer the park grounds for weddings,
parties and family events at a nominal fee with residents of the Town of Salem receiving a reduced rate.
Motion made by Councilman Harold Gilchrest, seconded by Councilman Joe Wever, to reduce rates for rentals
from $950.00 to $750.00 for those outside the Salem/Shushan zip codes and leave the current rental of
$500.00 the same for Salem/Shushan residents. Passed unanimously 5-0.

Funds received from the Georgi Trust will be used to maintain and improve the park and buildings. In
additions to the above mentioned work, the slope needs to be graded and the landscaping and gardens need
improving with emphasis on low-maintenance plantings; remove trees that may endanger the buildings
and/or park grounds; hire a groundskeeper/lawnmower; replace double doors on the main buildings; replace
(or repair?) entrance door; replace sill and door casing at entrance to bathrooms; and redirect the run-off
from roof at this entrance. Continue to explore means by which to best care for/maintain/preserve the art
and collections belonging to the Town. Renew talks with Fogg Museum and others named in Georgi Will to
further this cause.

Clerk Patricia Gilchrist will place an ad in Eagle newspaper for two weeks re lawn mowing at the Georgi
grounds for the spring/summer/fall season.

Historian-Al Cormier reported that rebuilding the foundation of the Salem Depot was approved and a County
Building permit has been applied for. Posts are in the ground and Scott Thetford is continuing the iron work on
gates for the cemetery and hopefully, they will be installed by the end of March, weather permitting.
Planning Board-Mo Patrick absent

Comprehensive Plan-No report.

Youth Association —Herb Perkins reported on the February meeting. There will be a Rotary sponsored
dinner for the Salem-Shushan Fuel Fund from 5-7 pm @ the White Church on 02/14/13. Approximately
$6,000.00 has already been given out; need to raise about $3,000.00 more.

Salem School has approved the idea that SAYA would sponsor an incoming 5t grade trip to Merck Forest and
Farmland Center in September. A committee was formed to organize this activity: Debbie Earthrowl, Keith
Kelley, Bev Kratzert, Mary Menard and Karen Sheldon. They will meet with the Director of Education at
Merck, Sarah Ullman, to plan the event. Is there insurance coverage through the Town?

John VanDyke suggested better use of Facebook to promote activities.

Thanks to Brenda Levy for filling in for John Hubbard, driving the ski club bus. John broke his hip in a skiing
accident. Get well quick, John! Sarah Wohleb and the Cub Scouts are working on the Town-side Cleanup for
Sunday, April 21, 2013.

Keith Kelley has talked with Sandy Adams, George & Cassandra Conety about forming an Outdoor Adventure
Club, under the auspices of a national organization. SAYA members agreed to join the organization for
$40.00/year and seek participants. Report will be filed.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Heard from Salem resident, Herb Perkins, that after the power outage in December on Quarry Road, NYSE&G
is telling the landowners that NYSE&G will be relocating back lot power lines closer to the road and
threatening that if the residents didn’t agree that there could be a power problem. Herb stated that 5-6 resi-
Dents are writing a letter complaining about these actions and asked the Board to back them up if the Town
was approached by NYSE&G re using town land(s) to re-locate the lines. Councilman Gilchrest reported that
he doesn’t ever remember the power company approaching the Town or coming to a board meeting about a
line issue. The Board took the statements under advisement.

Dieter Drake asked the Board to support the Tour of the Battenkill Cycling Race to be held April 13-14, 2013.
There will be no professional race this year on Sunday, but an open division on Sunday by noon. Town Roads
being used are: Eagleville, Roberson, Perry Hill, Camden Valley, Juniper Swamp, Rich, Newman, Hanks,
Cemetery and Black Creek. The event is currently being co-ordinated with the Washington County Sheriff,
Washington County Public Safety, NYS Police and various Village agencies in the region. Temporary traffic
delays can be expected. Dieter requested a Resolution/Letter of No Objection from the Town for this event
and also for the Ist Annual BattenSpring Classic Cycling Race to be held on March 24™ 2013 in the Towns of
Salem and Hebron. Resolution #10, introduced by Councilman Joe Wever, seconded by Councilman Harold
Gilchrest, gives support from the Town Board of the Town of Salem for the Ist Annual BattenSpring Classic
Cycling Race to be held on March 24" 2013, and also for the annual Tour of the Battenkill Cycling Race to be
held on April 13-14, 2013, for the use of Town Roads in both races. Passed unanimously 5-0. Clerk Pat
Gilchrist will send Dieter a letter with a copy of the Resolution and Dieter will forward the Town a Certificate
of Insurance, as has been done in the past.

Communications: Nothing
OLD BUSINESS:

Appointment of DCO: Two applications were received for the position: Jessica Corey and Nancy Quell
Jessica Corey has already been hired and approved by Ag & Markets in Hebron. Resolution #11, introduced by
Councilman Bruce Ferguson, seconded by Councilman Joe Wever, to appoint Jessica Corey as Salem’s Dog
Control Officer. Roll call vote: Councilman Harold Gilchrest-Yes; Councilman Bruce Ferguson-Yes; Councilman
Joe Wever-Yes; Councilwoman Dottie Schneider-Yes; Supervisor Seth Pitts-Yes Passed unanimously 5-0.

Jess reported that she has been in contact with Dr. Susan Fariello of Cambridge Valley Veterinary Hospital,
who will be happy to provide vet services for the Town. Resolution #12, introduced by Councilman Bruce
Ferguson, seconded by Councilman Joe Wever, to use the services of Dr. Susan Fariello of Cambridge Valley
Veterinary Hospital, as the Town’s vet and recommended that a fee not to exceed $175.00 for emergency care
to stabilize injured animals and treat for pain; no further medical treatment would apply. Passed unanimously
5-0. Ag and Markets strongly recommended that Jessica have supplies so on a motion by Councilman Joe
Wever, seconded by Councilwoman Dottie Schneider, it was agreed that the Town would pay up to $200.00
for the necessary supplies recommended--cages, a barrier to separate animals from passengers, business
cards, magnetic sign, etc. The Town of Hebron will pick up the other half of the cost for the supplies. Passed
unanimously 5-0.

Jessica also provided reports on working with prior DCO, Jessica Barrett, on calls from 01/30; 01/31/ 02/02;
02/03; 02/04 and 02/13/2013. Report will be filed.

Appointment of Town Attorney-Resolution #13, introduced by Councilman Joe Wever, seconded by
Councilman Harold Gilchrest, to appoint Alan Wrigley as Town Attorney for 2013. Passed unanimously 5-0

NEW BUSINESS:

Contract w/Jessica Corey, DCO-Clerk Pat Gilchrist will draw up for signature of Supervisor Pitts and
Jessica Corey. A copy will have to be sent to Beth Holmes from Ag & Markets, Jess will receive a cop and the
original will be filed in the Town Office.
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Posting for Cemetery Caretaker-Lee Walrath will be unable to mow the Town’s cemeteries for the
Spring/Summer season as he is having is knee replaced. Ad ad will have to be placed for this position.
Veteran’s Memorial Park-The American Legion has donated another $1,500.00 toward this project. They
asked that the Town not dig up or re-line the trees that are already planted on the grounds and would like to
see a flag pole installed at the site. Re-seeding needs to be done where Kent Foster worked; this will be done
in the spring.

Town of Salem Dental Insurance-Resolution #14, introduced by Councilman Joe Wever, seconded by
Councilwoman Dottie Schneider, to stay with Delta Dental as the provider and to go with coverages of 85/15
for two employees and 80/20 for the remainder of the employees. Passed unanimously 5-0

Fire Protection District Contract-Councilman Joe Wever reported that the Village will be voting at their
March meeting. They will vote on the contract at the May meeting, to go into effect on June 1, 2013. A public
hearing must be held, publish a notice of hearing not less than ten (10) days before the hearing but not more
than twenty (20) days before the hearing. The property tax book (a detailed explanation of how the estimated
rate of assessment for the proposed extended fire district was computed) has to be available at the public
hearing. After the public hearing, a resolution must be approved by the Town Board in favor of the abolition
of the fire department of the Village of Salem, the Salem Fire Protection District, located in the Town of Salem,
shall be extended to include and encompass all of the corporate limits of the Village of Salem in the Town of
Salem, County of Washington. This resolution must receive the affirmative vote of at least a majority of the
Board of the Town of Salem. Once the resolution is approved by the Board, a certified copy of the resolution
will be filed in the Washington County Clerk’s Office. A certified copy of the resolution shall also be filed
within ten (10) days of the board meeting approving the resolution with the NYS Department of Audit &
Control in Albany, NY.

NYS Dep’t. of Transportation Office-There is a DOT office located upstairs in the art/flower shop
building owned by Ruth Sauer for the Route 29 bridge work and Buffum’s Bridge work.

COUNTY UPDATES:

HCR-should be taking over the home health care business by the end of March; everything will be
restructured.

The Asses Purchase Agreement should be signed on PVI.

Nothing definite yet on the transfer stations.

Reassessment-The last reassessment was done in 2000. The Town has 1750 parcels and according to
Washington County Real Property the cost is usually between $40-$60.00/parcel. According to NYS Dep’t. of
Taxation and Finance, once a reassessment is done and assessments are brought to current market and fair
amongst each other, there shouldn’t be many grievances from year to year. Many towns in the county review
assessments regularly, meaning every 3-4 years; some even more frequently. Councilman Joe Wever stated
that if the Board does a reassessment, it only makes sense to maintain the 100% equalization rate.

Motion to Adjourn-Motion to adjourn the regular monthly meeting of the Salem Town Board made by
Councilwoman Dottie Schneider, seconded by Councilman Joe Wever. Passed unanimously 5-0. Meeting was
adjourned @ 8:35 pm.

Next Meeting: Next regular monthly meeting of the Town of Salem Town Board will be held on March 13,
2013, @ 6:30 pm for review and signing of Warrants #3 and Abstract #3; meeting to begin @ 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. Gilchrist-Town Clerk






