
TOWN	  OF	  SALEM	  TOWN	  BOARD	  MEETING	  
MINUTES	  FROM	  AUGUST	  08,	  2012	  MEETING	  

Present:	  	  Supervisor	  Seth	  Pitts;	  Town	  Council	  Members:	  	  Harold	  Gilchrest,	  Bruce	  Ferguson;	  Joe	  Wever;	  Dottie	  
Schneider;	  Town	  Clerk-‐Patricia	  Gilchrist	  
Absent:	  	  Jessica	  Barrett-‐DCO;	  Robert	  Graham-‐Salem	  Fire	  Dep’t.	  
Others	  Present:	  	  Joe	  Boisclair-‐Highway	  Sup’t.;	  Donna	  Farringer-‐Courthouse;	  Al	  Cormier-‐Historian;	  Gail	  Bearup-‐
Georgi;	  Herb	  Perkins-‐Youth	  Association;	  Maurice	  Patrick-‐Planning	  Board;	  Sheriff	  Jeff	  Murphy;	  Deputy	  Bob	  
Sullivan	  
Public	  Present:	  	  Jay	  Bellanca;	  	  Ashleigh	  Morris-‐Eagle	  Newspaper	  
6:30	  pm-‐Review	  &	  signing	  of	  Warrants	  #8	  and	  Highway	  Abstract	  #8of	  2012	  for	  approval	  and	  payment	  
7:00	  pm-‐Meeting	  called	  to	  order	  by	  Supervisor	  Pitts,	  followed	  by	  Pledge	  of	  Allegiance	  
Review	  of	  minutes	  from	  July	  11,	  2012	  regular	  board	  meeting.	  	  Motion	  made	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  
seconded	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider,	  to	  accept	  minutes	  of	  July11,	  2012.	  	  Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0.	  
After	  review	  of	  Warrants	  and	  Highway	  Abstract,	  motion	  made	  by	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever,	  seconded	  by	  
Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  to	  pay	  Warrants	  #8and	  Highway	  Abstract	  #8of	  2012	  as	  presented.	  	  Passed	  
unanimously	  5-‐0	  
DEPARTMENT	  REPORTS:	  
Salem	   Fire	   Department-‐Chief	   Bob	   Graham	   absent.	   	   Members	   are	   in	   Argyle	   for	   calling	   hours	   for	   Betsy	  
Bristol.	  	  Copy	  of	  report	  will	  be	  obtained	  from	  Rebecca	  Brown,	  Village	  Clerk,	  and	  filed.	  
Washington	  County	  Sheriff-‐Jeff	  Murphy,	  Washington	  County	   Sheriff,	   is	   serving	   his	   first	   term	   as	   Sheriff	  
and	  wants	  his	  department	  to	  be	  proactive	  in	  the	  17	  towns	  of	  Washington	  County.	  	  The	  Department	  is	  forming	  
a	  liaison	  with	  the	  towns	  by	  appointing	  a	  deputy	  to	  each	  of	  the	  towns.	  	  Bobby	  Sullivan	  will	  be	  our	  contact	  in	  the	  
Department.	  	  He	  will	  work	  closely	  with	  Supervisor	  Pitts	  and	  the	  Town	  Board	  and	  bring	  any	  issues	  or	  concerns	  
to	  the	  Sheriff.	  	  Sheriff	  Murphy	  is	  instituting	  a	  program	  for	  young	  adults	  to	  go	  to	  the	  County	  Office;	  they	  don’t	  
need	   to	   be	   residents	   of	  Washington	  County.	   	  Highway	   Superintendent	   Joe	  Boisclair	   spoke	   to	   the	   Sheriff	   re	  
speed	   on	   dirt	   road.	   	   The	   Sheriff	   replied	   that	   a	   speed	  machine	   could	   be	   installed	   on	   the	   roads	   to	  monitor	  
speeds	  and	  then	  a	  patrol	  could	  be	  sent	  out.	   	  Members	  of	  the	  public	  spoke	  to	  the	  Sheriff	  about	  concerns	  on	  
several	  dirt	  roads.	  	  No	  lead	  on	  the	  recent	  break-‐ins	  in	  the	  area	  but	  the	  Department	  is	  still	  investigating.	  
Courthouse-‐Director,	  Donna	  Farringer,	  reported	  that	  there	  was	  an	  accident	  at	  Courthouse	  last	  week	  and	  the	  
northeast	   corner	   of	   the	   brick	   wall	   was	   hit.	   	   Damage	   was	   done	   to	   the	   inside	   and	   outside	   of	   kiln	   room.	  	  
Construction	  trucks	  pulled	  down	  dead	  Verizon	  wires	  and	  they	  will	  need	  to	  be	  moved.	  	  Al	  Fresco	  weekend	  went	  
very	  well	  and	  the	  food	  was	  great.	  	  Lunch,	  Lean	  n	  Play	  is	  in	  its	  last	  week	  and	  has	  been	  very	  well	  attended.	  	  An	  
Empire	  State	  Development	  Grant	  was	  received	  for	  $20,000.00.	  	  Still	  dealing	  with	  the	  appeal	  to	  FEMA	  on	  the	  
crack	  in	  the	  wall.	  	  Picnic	  and	  concert	  held	  for	  volunteers	  and	  the	  board	  on	  August	  7th,	  2012.	  	  Everyone	  had	  a	  
great	  time.	   	  Third	  annual	  golf	  tournament	  to	  benefit	  SAVE	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Saturday,	  August	  11th,	  at	  Ondawa	  
Greens	  Golf	  Course,	  sponsored	  by	  Salem	  Rotary	  Club	  and	  Salem	  Area	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce.	  	  There	  will	  be	  a	  
summer	  cheese	  pairing	  on	  Sunday,	  August	  12th,	  @	  Gardenworks	  from	  2-‐4	  pm.	  	  Tickets	  are	  $10.00.	  	  The	  Salem	  
Astronomy	  Club	  meets	  at	  the	  Courthouse	  @	  7	  pm	  the	  third	  Wednesday	  of	  each	  month	  w/Bill	  Frederick.	  	  New	  
members	  are	  always	  welcome!	   	   The	   Jordan	  Becker	  pottery	  exhibit	  will	   begin	  with	  an	  opening	   reception	  on	  
Friday,	  August	  17th,	  from	  5-‐7	  pm	  and	  will	  remain	  on	  display	  in	  the	  Great	  Hall	  through	  the	  month	  of	  September.	  	  
Dog	   obedience	   classes	  will	   begin	   at	   the	   Courthouse	  with	   Ken	   Colombraro	   on	  Wednesdays	   from	  6-‐7:30	   pm	  
beginning	   on	   September	   5-‐October	   24th.	   	   $75.00	   for	   members;	   $85.00	   for	   non-‐members.	   	   The	   landscape	  
photography	  of	  Sara	  Jane	  Cormier	  will	  be	  on	  display	  in	  the	  Bob	  Benn	  activity	  room	  until	  the	  end	  of	  September,	  	  
with	  an	  opening	  reception	  on	  Thursday,	  September	  13th	  @	  4	  pm.	  	  The	  Salem	  Footlighters	  production	  ‘The	  
Courthouse	  Follies’,	  will	  be	  held	  on	  September	  28th	  and	  29th	  @	  7:30	  pm.	  	  Cost	  is	  $10.00	  for	  adults	  and	  $5.00	  
for	  students	  under	  18.	  	  Tickets	  go	  on	  sale	  September	  4th.	  	  Check	  out	  the	  many	  new	  classes	  being	  offered	  at	  
the	  CCC	  this	  fall!	  
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Highway-‐	   Joe	   Boisclair	   reported	   that	   the	   highway	   department	   is	   in	   very	   good	   shape.	   	   Have	   been	   putting	  
down	  gravel,	  mowing,	  cleaning	  ditches,	  and	  cutting	  and	  chipping	  downed	  trees.	  	  Specs	  for	  new	  tandem	  truck	  
and	  box	  w/sander	  and	  plow	  are	  complete.	  
Report	  provided	  will	  be	  filed.	  
Georgi	   Museum-‐Gail	   Bearup	   reported	   that	   the	   step	   work	   is	   now	   being	   done	   by	   Dan	   Chambers.	   	   (An	  
insurance	  certificate	  has	  been	  provided	  by	  Dan.)	  	  A	  100%	  locust	  rustic	  railing	  will	  be	  installed	  beside	  the	  new	  
walkway.	   	   $6,018.00	   received	   in	   FEMA	   money.	   	   There	   will	   be	   a	   100th	   birthday	   celebration	   for	   Nelma	  
McLenithan	  @	  the	  Georgi	  Community	  Room	  on	  Sunday,	  August	  12th.	  	  Please	  stop	  by	  and	  wish	  Nem	  a	  very	  well	  
deserved	  Happy	  100th	  Birthday!	  
An	  antique	  show	  will	  be	  held	  in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  Shushan	  Town-‐Wide	  Tag	  sale	  over	  Labor	  Day	  weekend.	  	  
The	  Community	  Room	  will	  need	  to	  be	  heated	  from	  December	  1-‐12.	  	  The	  Festival	  of	  Trees	  will	  be	  held	  this	  year.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Planning	  Board-‐Mo	  Patrick	  reported	  that	  the	  Board	  was	  currently	  looking	  at	  two	  projects.	  
Youth	  Ass’n.-‐Herb	   Perkins	   reported	   that	   the	   Youth	   Association	   won’t	  meet	   again	   until	   September.	   	   The	  
average	  daily	  attendance	  for	  Lunch,	  Learn	  n	  Play	  has	  been	  about	  55	  children.	  	  The	  kids	  have	  visited	  just	  about	  
every	  business	  in	  the	  Village	  and	  have	  been	  at	  the	  library	  every	  day.	  	  Big	  thank-‐you	  to	  Woody	  Hill	  for	  access	  to	  
the	   Creek	   and	   the	   Battenkill	   Kitchen	   has	   been	   very	   helpful.	   	   The	   kids	   have	   had	   access	   to	   the	   track	   and	  
playground	  at	   Salem	  Central	   School.	   	   The	  Courthouse	  Community	  Garden	  has	  provided	   instruction	  on	   food	  
growing	  and	  Cornell	   Co-‐operative	  Extension	  provides	  nutrition	  programming.	   	   Counselor	  program	  has	  been	  
great	  in	  the	  training	  of	  others	  to	  become	  counselors.	  
Comprehensive	  Plan-‐No	  report.	  
DCO	  Report-‐Jessica	  Barrett	  absent.	  	  
Historian-‐Historian,	   Al	   Cormier,	   reported	   that	   the	   summer	   has	   been	   busy	  with	   research	   and	   fund	   raising	  
continues	  for	  the	  wall.	  
PUBLIC	  COMMENT-‐None	  
CORRESPONDENCE:	  	  	  
The	   DEC	   Grant	   for	   flood	   mitigation	   in	   the	   amount	   of	   $397,000.00	   has	   been	   approved	   by	   Empire	   State	  
Development	  Corp.	  	  Washington	  County	  Soil	  and	  Water	  will	  be	  lead	  agency	  for	  stream	  work,	  restoration,	  etc.	  	  
Things	  included	  in	  the	  grant	  include	  taking	  out	  the	  Archibald	  Street	  bridge	  to	  work	  in	  the	  Valley.	  	  A	  new	  flood	  
plain	  will	  be	  established	  according	  to	  DEC.	  	  Supervisor	  Pitts	  provided	  some	  figures	  for	  information	  only	  and	  the	  
funds	   received	   from	   FEMA	   (75%)	   and	   SEMA	   (25%).	   	   Should	   be	   approximately	   $30,000.00	   +/-‐	   available	   for	  
stream	  restoration	  work	  in	  White	  Creek.	  	  Meander	  needs	  restoring	  across	  from	  Braymer	  Lane.	  
Received	  $8,580.91	  from	  sales	  tax	  money.	  
The	  equalization	  rate	  went	  up	  to	  54%.	  	  
Letter	   received	   from	   Christine	   Preble	   of	   Preble	   Realty	   asking	   to	   market	   15	   acres/house	   owned	   by	   Jay	  
Cummings	  on	  County	  Route	  30	  prior	   to	  Planning	  Board	   approval.	   	   Jay	   appeared	  before	   the	  Planning	  Board	  
approximately	  two	  years	  ago	  for	  sub-‐division	  approval,	  received	  the	  same,	  but	  never	  filed	  the	  mylar	  map	  or	  
the	  deeds.	  	  He	  will	  need	  to	  re-‐apply	  as	  the	  90-‐day	  limit	  has	  expired.	  	  The	  board	  voted	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  to	  allow	  
Preble	  Realty	  of	  market	  this	  property,	  subject	  to	  Planning	  Board	  approval.	  	  
	  
OLD	  BUSINESS:	  
	  
A	  notice	  will	  be	  put	   in	  the	  Eagle	  newspaper	  on	  the	  10	  Motorola	  two-‐way	  radios	  declaring	  them	  surplus	  and	  
asking	  for	  bids,	  beginning	  the	  week	  of	  August	  6th,	  2012.	  
Fire	  Protection	  Resolution-‐Not	  signed	  yet	  by	  Governor,	  but	  in	  his	  office	  as	  of	  August	  6th,	  2012.	  



	  
Page	  3	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  August	  08,	  2012	  Minutes	  
	  
Veteran’s	  Memorial	  Park-‐The	  grass	  has	  been	  mowed	  and	  the	  trees	  are	  being	  watered	  and	  are	  growing.	  	  
Al	  Cormier	  will	  contact	  Kent	  Foster	  re	  the	  wall	  work.	  
NEW	  BUSINESS:	  
County	  Updates-‐Heading	  down	   the	   right	   track	  w/PVI	  and	   the	  asset	  purchase	  agreement	   is	   in	   the	  works.	  	  
New	   Director	   of	   Nursing	   was	   hired.	   	   Can	   now	   accept	   Medicaid/Medicare	   patients	   and	   they	   will	   be	   re-‐
imbursed.	  
Resolution	  #39-‐Introduced	  by	   Councilman	   Joe	  Wever,	   seconded	  by	   Councilman	  Bruce	   Ferguson,	   electing	  
direct	  payment	  of	  Washington	  County	  Sales	  and	  Use	  Tax	  allocation	  money	  to	  be	  paid	  directly	  to	  the	  Town	  of	  
Salem	  for	  calendar	  year	  2013	  and	  thereafter.	  
Roll	  Call	  Vote:	  	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider-‐Yes;	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever-‐Yes;	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson-‐
Yes;	  Councilman	  Harold	  Gilchrest-‐Yes;	  Supervisor	  Seth	  Pitts-‐Yes;	  Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
The	  Resolution	  will	  be	  certified	  by	  Town	  Clerk,	  Patricia	  Gilchrist,	  and	  sent	  by	  certified	  mail	  to	  County	  Treasurer,	  
Albert	  Nolette,	  and	  Clerk	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors,	  Debra	  Prehoda,	  as	  directed.	  
Resolution	  #40-‐Introduced	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  seconded	  by	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever,	  to	  request	  
a	  speed	  limit	  reduction	  from	  55	  to	  45	  on	  the	  Town	  of	  Salem’s	  portion	  of	  Joe	  Beane	  Road	  from	  County	  Route	  
30	  to	  the	  top	  of	  the	  hill,	  per	  a	  phone	  call	  from	  NYS	  Department	  of	  Transportation.	  	  The	  Town	  of	  Greenwich	  has	  
already	   requested	   a	   speed	   limit	   reduction	   on	   their	   section	   of	   Joe	   Beane	   Road	   and	   the	  NYS	  Department	   of	  
Transportation	  thought	  it	  only	  made	  sense	  that	  the	  Town	  of	  Salem	  request	  a	  reduction	  on	  their	  section	  of	  the	  
road.	   	   Roll	   call	   vote:	   	   Town	   Councilwoman	   Dorothy	   Schneider-‐Yes;	   Town	   Councilman	   Harold	   Gilchrest-‐Yes;	  
Town	  Councilman	  Joseph	  Wever-‐Yes;	  Town	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson-‐Yes;	  Supervisor	  Seth	  Pitts-‐Yes	  
Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0.	   	  Clerk,	  Patricia	  Gilchrist,	  will	  draw	  up	   the	   resolution	  and	  send	   the	  same	   to	  County	  
DPW	  Superintendent,	  Richard	  Wilson	  and	  file	  whatever	  paperwork	  is	  necessary	  to	  accomplish	  the	  reduction.	  
Resolution	  #41-‐Introduced	  by	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever,	  seconded	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider,	  for	  a	  
budget	  increase	  to	  reflect	  money	  received	  from	  LARAC	  as	  follows:	  
	   GM510	  Estimated	  Revenues	   	   	   $	  	  1,805.00	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  GM2770a	  Georgi	  LARAC	  
	   GM960	  Appropriations	   	   	   	   	   	   $	  	  1,805.00	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  GM7450.2/4a	  Georgi	  LARAC	  
Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
Resolution	   #42-‐Introduced	   by	   Councilman	   Joe	   Wever,	   seconded	   by	   Councilman	   Harold	   Gilchrest,	   for	   a	  
budget	  increase	  to	  reflect	  money	  received	  from	  FEMA	  as	  follows:	  
	   GM510	  Estimated	  Revenues	   	   	   $	  	  2,000.00	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  GM2770	  Georgi	  
	   GM960	  Appropriations	   	   	   	   	   	   $	  	  2,000.00	  
	   	   	  GM7450.2/4	  Georgi	  
Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
Resolution	  #43-‐Introduced	  by	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever,	  seconded	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider,	  for	  a	  
budget	  increase	  to	  reflect	  money	  received	  from	  Recycle	  Stickers	  as	  follows:	  
	   	  A510	  Estimated	  Revenues	   	   	   $	  	  4,631.50	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A1130	  Recycle	  Stickers	  
	   	  A960	  Appropriations	   	   	   	   	   	   	   $	  	  4,631.50	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A8160.4a	  Recycle	  Stickers	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
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Resolution	   #44-‐Introduced	   by	   Councilman	   Joe	   Wever,	   seconded	   by	   Councilman	   Bruce	   Ferguson,	  
establishing	  a	  Standard	  Work	  Day	  for	  the	  Supervisor	  and	  Town	  Clerk	  at	  six	  hours,	  with	  a	  maximum	  at	  eight.	  	  A	  	  
Resolution	  must	  be	  drafted	  and	  posted	  for	  thirty	  (30)	  days	  and	  a	  certified	  copy	  w/Affidavit	  must	  be	  filed	  within	  
forty-‐five	  (45)	  days	  of	  the	  adoption	  of	  the	  Resolution,	  as	  per	  the	  NYS	  Retirement	  System.	  
Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  	  
Resolution	  #45-‐Introduced	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  seconded	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider,	  to	  
do	  two	  different	  sets	  of	  specs	  and	  put	  them	  out	  for	  bid-‐-‐one	  for	  2013	  Tandem	  Truck	  and	  one	  for	  new	  dump	  
body,	  sander,	  spreader,	  plow	  and	  wing,	  with	  accessories.	  	  Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
Resolution	  #46-‐Introduced	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  seconded	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider,	  to	  
correct	  an	  error	  in	  procedure	  at	  last	  month’s	  meeting	  concerning	  a	  highway	  motion.	  	  Procedure	  should	  have	  
been	  to	   increase	  pay	   for	  a	  prior	  employee	  only	   (Edward	  Morrison)	   to	  rate	  he	  was	  making	  upon	  retirement.	  	  
Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
	  
Supervisor	   Pitts	   advised	   that	  monies	   were	   allocated	   in	   the	   2012	   budget	   to	   upgrade	   the	   Town	   Clerk’s	   and	  
Supervisor’s	  computer	  systems.	  	  Approximately	  $769.00	  for	  hardware	  and	  $50-‐$100.00	  to	  move	  Clerk’s	  infor-‐	  
mation	  to	  a	  new	  system.	  	  Historian,	  Al	  Cormier,	  will	  need	  a	  new	  system	  installed	  at	  some	  point,	  also.	  
	  
Motion	   to	  Adjourn-‐Made	  by	  Councilman	   Joe	  Wever,	   seconded	  by	  Councilman	  Harold	  Gilchrest.	   	   Passed	  
unanimously.	  	  Meeting	  adjourned	  @	  8:30	  pm.	  
	  
Next	  Meeting-‐September	   12,	   2012,	  @	   the	   Town	  Office.	   	   Review	   of	   warrants	   and	   bills	  @	   6:30	   pm,	  with	  
meeting	  beginning	  @	  7:00	  pm.	  
	  
	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Respectfully	  submitted:	  
	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Patricia	  A.	  Gilchrist-‐Town	  Clerk	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  


