
	  
TOWN	  OF	  SALEM	  TOWN	  BOARD	  MEETING	  
MINUTES	  FROM	  APRIL	  10,	  2013	  MEETING	  

Present:	  	  Supervisor	  Seth	  Pitts;	  Town	  Council	  Members:	  	  Bruce	  Ferguson;	  Dottie	  Schneider;	  Harold	  Gilchrest;	  
Joe	  Wever;	  Town	  Clerk-‐Patricia	  Gilchrist	  
Others	  Present:	  	  Joe	  Boisclair-‐Highway	  Sup’t.;	  Donna	  Farringer-‐Courthouse;	  Gail	  Bearup-‐Georgi	  Museum;	  Al	  
Cormier-‐Historian;	  Maurice	  Patrick-‐Planning	  Board;	  Bob	  Graham-‐Salem	  Fire	  Dep’t.;	  Jessica	  Corey-‐DCO	  	  
Absent:	  	  Herb	  Perkins-‐SYO	  
Public	  Present:	  	  Jay	  Bellanca;	  	  Mike	  Miller;	  Steve	  Saunders-‐Salem	  Fire	  Department	  
6:30	  pm-‐Review	  &	  signing	  of	  Warrants	  #4	  and	  Highway	  Abstract	  #4	  of	  2013	  for	  approval	  and	  payment	  
7:00	  pm-‐Meeting	  called	  to	  order	  by	  Supervisor	  Pitts,	  followed	  by	  Pledge	  of	  Allegiance	  
Review	  of	  minutes	  from	  March	  13,	  2013	  regular	  board	  meeting;	  motion	  made	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  
Schneider,	  seconded	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  to	  approve	  minutes	  of	  March	  13,	  2013	  regular	  board	  
meeting.	  	  Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
Review	  of	  minutes	  from	  special	  board	  meeting	  held	  on	  April	  01,	  2013;	  motion	  made	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  
Ferguson,	  seconded	  by	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever,	  to	  approve	  minutes	  from	  special	  board	  meeting	  held	  on	  April	  
01,	  2013.	  	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider	  and	  Councilman	  Harold	  Gilchrest	  abstained	  from	  voting	  on	  these	  
minutes	  because	  they	  were	  both	  absent	  at	  the	  meeting.	  	  Passed	  3-‐0,	  with	  Supervisor	  Pitts	  voting	  to	  approve.	  
After	  review	  of	  Warrants	  and	  Highway	  Abstract,	  motion	  made	  by	  Councilman	  Harold	  Gilchrest,	  seconded	  by	  
Councilman	  Joe	  Wever	  ,	  to	  pay	  Warrants	  #4	  and	  Highway	  Abstract	  #4	  of	  2013	  as	  presented.	  	  Passed	  unani-‐	  
mously	  5-‐0	  
DEPARTMENT	  REPORTS:	  
Salem	   Fire	   Department-‐Chief	   Bob	   Graham	   provided	   report	   for	   March	   2013,	   indicating	   4	   calls	   for	   the	  
month.	   	   1-‐Village	   of	   Salem	   (carbon	  monoxide);	   2-‐Town	  of	   Salem	   (1-‐hay	   bales	   on	   fire;	   1-‐carbon	  monoxide);	  
Mutual	  Aid	  Calls:	  	  Rupert,	  VT	  (1-‐MVA)	  
Training:	   	  Quarterly	  SCBA	  training;	  water	  rescue	  training;	  worked	  with	  power	  saws	  and	  hydraulic	  pump;	  had	  
bailout	  training;	  monthly	  SCBA	  check	  
Salem	  held	  its	  yearly	  fireman’s	  banquet	  
Meetings:	  	  Held	  March	  monthly	  meeting;	  attended	  Village	  and	  Town	  Board	  meetings;	  attended	  Village	  budget	  
meeting	  
Total	  Hours	  =	  1,641;	  Report	  will	  be	  filed.	  
Highway	  Dep’t.-‐Joe	   Boisclair,	   Superintendent,	   reported	   that	   CHIPS	  money	   should	   be	   about	   $160,000.00,	  
more	   than	   originally	   thought	   would	   be	   received.	   	   Graded	   Upper	   and	   Lower	   Bogtown,	   Hickory,	   Dunnigan,	  
Beattie	  Hollow,	  Juniper	  Swamp,	  Rich,	  and	  road	  into	  Georgi.	  	  Rabies	  clinic	  was	  held	  @	  Town	  Barn	  on	  March	  23,	  
2013	  (Saturday).	  	  	  	  Cut	  dead	  trees	  on	  Chambers	  Road	  and	  Pitts	  Hill	  Lane	  and	  cut	  and	  chipped	  on	  Perry	  Hill	  and	  
later	  on	  Dillon	  Hill,	  Camden	  Valley	  Road,	  Hickory	  Hill	  Road.	   	  Patched	  holes	  on	  Rexleigh,	  Scott	  Lake,	  Camden	  
Valley,	  Beattie	  and	  Chambers	  Road.	  	  Truck	  running	  well.	  	  Report	  will	  be	  filed.	  
Planning	  Board-‐Chairman	  Mo	  Patrick	  reported	  that	  there	  was	  one	  application	  from	  Art	  Coldwell	  for	  an	  addi	  
tion	  on	  a	  house	  where	  the	  old	  addition	  was	  originally	  located	  (old	  addition	  torn	  down;	  new	  addition	  going	  in	  
same	  place).	  	  Discovered	  a	  garage	  built	  inside	  an	  existing	  old	  barn	  north	  on	  Route	  22;	  checking	  into	  this	  with	  
County	   Code	   Enforcement.	   	   Motion	   made	   by	   Councilwoman	   Dottie	   Schneider,	   seconded	   by	   Councilman	  
Harold	   Gilchrest	   to	   re-‐appoint	   Sandra	   Harvey	   to	   the	   Planning	   Board	   retroactive	   beginning	   January	   l,	   2013-‐
December	   31,	   2019	   for	   a	   seven-‐year	   term.	   	   Passed	   unanimously	   5-‐0.	   	   Need	   to	   place	   an	   ad	   in	   the	   Eagle	  
newspaper	  for	  a	  new	  planning	  board	  member	  to	  either	  fill	  an	  unexpired	  term	  or	  for	  one	  new	  seven-‐year	  term.	  
Clerk	  Pat	  Gilchrist	  to	  check	  with	  Planning	  Board	  Chair	  Kim	  Erbe	  on	  the	  term.	  
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Georgi	  Museum-‐Gail	  Bearup	  brought	  extra	  newsletters	  to	  hand	  out	  to	  the	  board	  members;	  over	  $500.00	  
has	  been	  raised	  since	  the	  newsletter	  was	  sent	  out.	   	  The	  water	  was	  turned	  on	  April	  09,	  2013	  and	  the	  heat	   is	  
working.	  	  Councilman	  Gilchrest	  ordered	  fuel.	  	  There	  was	  a	  leak	  in	  the	  gas	  line	  that	  was	  fixed	  and	  there	  is	  also	  a	  
leak	   in	   the	  drain	  pipe	   in	   the	  bathroom	  again.	   	  An	  Advisory	  Board	  meeting	  was	  held	  on	  April	   09,	  2013,	   that	  
went	  very	  well.	  	  Dan	  Chambers	  gave	  an	  estimate	  for	  fixing	  the	  wall	  by	  the	  stairs	  of	  $1,000.00;	  he	  has	  met	  with	  
Councilman	  Harold	  Gilchrest.	   	  WelDun	  will	  be	  at	   the	  park	  on	  April	  12	  between	  11-‐1	   to	   test	   the	  purification	  
system.	  	  David	  Jeskie	  will	  be	  contacted	  re	  garbage	  pick-‐up.	  	  There	  will	  be	  a	  Georgi	  clean-‐up	  day	  on	  April	  20th,	  
the	  same	  day	  as	  the	  town-‐wide	  clean-‐up.	  	  Gail	  asked	  Superintendent	  Boisclair	  if	  he	  and	  his	  crew	  could	  go	  to	  
the	  Georgi	  after	  clean-‐up	  day	  to	  pick	  up	  branches,	  etc.	  that	  might	  be	  lying	  around;	  Joe	  said	  he	  would	  be	  glad	  
to.	  	  	  	  The	  Salem	  Area	  Woman’s	  Club	  will	  hold	  their	  May	  luncheon	  at	  the	  Georgi	  on	  May	  8th	  and	  there	  will	  be	  a	  
plant	  sale	  on	  May	  18th.	  	  SAW	  is	  planning	  to	  set	  two	  sculptures	  on	  the	  grounds	  of	  the	  Georgi	  sometime	  soon.	  	  
When	  can	  Gail	  increase	  her	  hours,	  as	  the	  busy	  time	  is	  upon	  us.	  	  Income	  from	  workshops	  held	  at	  the	  Georgi	  is	  
approximately	  30%.	  	  Will	  be	  applying	  for	  a	  liquor	  license	  for	  an	  event	  on	  August	  17th	  to	  be	  held	  in	  conjunction	  
with	   the	  Battenkill	  Conservancy;	  Gail	  will	   check	  on	   insurance.	   	  Resolution	  #17-‐Introduced	  by	  Councilman	  
Harold	  Gilchrest,	  seconded	  by	  Councilman	  Joe	  Wever,	  to	  issue	  the	  mowing	  bid	  for	  the	  2013	  mowing	  season	  to	  
Travis	  Keys,	   the	  only	  bidder,	  at	  a	  cost	  of	  $225.00	  per	  mowing.	   	  He	  will	  also	  do	  partial	  mowing,	   if	  necessary.	  	  
Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0.	  	  Give	  Gail	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  bid	  from	  Travis;	  Travis	  will	  get	  a	  copy	  of	  schedule	  from	  Gail	  of	  
when	  events	  are	  scheduled	  for	  the	  season.	  
DCO-‐Jessica	  Corey	  reported	  that	  she	  had	  12	   incident	  complaints,	  several	  phone	  calls	  and	  had	  made	  several	  
home	  visits.	  	  Working	  with	  Clerk	  Pat	  Gilchrist	  on	  getting	  expired	  dog	  licenses	  up	  to	  date.	  	  Report	  will	  be	  filed.	  
Courthouse-‐Director,	   Donna	   Farringer,	   reported	   that	   Mark	   Kilpatrick	   will	   be	   back	   at	   work	   next	   week.	  	  
Welcome	   back,	   Mary!	   	   Programs	   held	   in	   the	   mornings	   and	   afternoons	   during	   Spring	   break	   were	   very	  
successful.	  	  There	  will	  be	  a	  talent	  show	  on	  Saturday,	  April	  13th,	  w/grades	  3-‐6	  performing	  and	  a	  dessert	  auction	  
to	   follow.	   	   There	   will	   be	   an	   opening	   reception	   on	   Friday,	   April	   26th,	   from	   5-‐7	   pm	   of	   photos	   by	   Ian	   Creitz,	  
entitled	  ‘Beginnings’.	  	  The	  Kentucky	  Derby	  Party	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Saturday,	  May	  4th,	  from	  4-‐7	  pm	  at	  the	  home	  of	  
Cindy	  Spence	  on	  Nelson	  Avenue	  in	  Saratoga	  Springs,	  NY.	  	  Tickets	  are	  $25.00	  	  each.	  	  Check	  out	  the	  programs	  at	  
the	  Battenkill	  Kitchen	  on	  Sunday,	  April	  21st	  from	  2-‐4:30	  pm	  there	  will	  be	  a	  class	  entitled	  ‘Adventures	  in	  Vegan	  
Cuisine’	  with	  Colleen	  Zorbas,	  proprietor	  of	  Zorbas	  Natural	  Foods	  for	  a	  cost	  of	  $45.00	  and	  on	  Sunday,	  May	  5th	  
from	  1-‐5	  pm	  there	  will	  be	  a	  kitchen	  techniques	  class	  with	  Chef	  Michael	  Mahar	  for	  a	  cost	  of	  $60.00.	  	  The	  CCC	  
will	  be	  hosting	  the	  annual	  talent	  show	  on	  Saturday,	  June	  1st,	  @	  7:30	  pm	  at	  the	  Fort	  Salem	  Theatre.	  	  Auditions	  
will	  take	  place	  on	  Saturday,	  April	  20th	  and	  27th	  from	  10	  am-‐noon.	  	  The	  11th	  annual	  Al	  Fresco	  Weekend	  will	  be	  
held	  on	  Saturday,	  July	  27th	  and	  5:00	  pm	  and	  the	  breakfast	  will	  be	  on	  Sunday,	  July	  28th	  @	  noon.	  	  Tickets	  go	  on	  
sale	  Monday,	  June	  3rd.	  
Historian-‐Al	  Cormier	  reported	  no	  word	  yet	  from	  Scott	  Thetford	  on	  the	  gate	  installation	  at	  the	  Revolutionary	  
War	  Cemetery.	   	  Working	  with	  Drew	  Alberti	   on	   the	   Lake	   to	   Locks	   time	   line	  of	   events	   from	  Salem	   (northern	  
turnpike	  and	  covered	  bridge	  projects)	  and	  Al	  had	  the	  information	  on	  the	  1790	  census	  to	  current	  census	  info.	  
Historic	   Preservation-‐There	  will	   be	   a	   house	   demolished	   in	   the	   Village	   on	  Main	   Street;	   the	   home	   had	   been	  
condemned	  after	  the	  flood.	  	  A	  representative	  from	  the	  Bank	  went	  before	  the	  committee	  to	  report	  and	  asks	  for	  
permission	  to	  demolish.	  
SYO-‐Herb	  Absent	  but	  everything	  is	  in	  place	  for	  the	  Town-‐wide	  Clean-‐up;	  Electronics	  Recycling	  Day	  will	  be	  held	  
the	  same	  da-‐-‐April	  20th.	  	  	   	   	   	   	  
PUBLIC	  COMMENT-‐	  
Agenda	  21-‐Shan	  Hitchcock	   asked	   if	   anyone	   had	   any	   questions	   regarding	   the	   information	   handed	  out	   last	  
month	  on	  Agenda	  21.	  	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson	  reported	  that	  he	  had	  attended	  the	  meeting	  in	  Cambridge.	  	  
She	  reported	  that	  there	  may	  be	  a	  meeting	  in	  Glens	  Falls	  at	  a	  later	  date	  and	  she	  will	  advise	  us	  when	  that	  might	  
be.	  
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Jay	  Bellanca-‐His	  own	  personal	  opinion	  is	  that	  he	  does	  not	  think	  issues	  like	  Agenda	  21	  should	  be	  brought	  up	  
for	  Town	  business.	  	  
Communications:	  
Call	   from	  Anita	  Whitten	  of	  Hickory	  Hill	  Road	   in	  Shushan	  regarding	   the	  tonnage	  set	  on	  roads	   in	   the	  Shushan	  
area.	  	  Supervisor	  Pitts	  reported	  to	  her	  that	  NYSDOT	  sets	  the	  tonnage	  limits	  on	  town	  roads.	  	  The	  detour	  during	  
the	   work	   on	   the	   Buffum	   Bridge	   cannot	   be	   posted	   as	   detouring	   on	   Hickory	   Hill	   Road;	   this	   is	   a	   dirt	   road.	  	  	  
Supervisor	  Pitts	  reported	  that	  the	  bridges	  are	  sufficient	  for	  the	  tonnage	  listed.	  
OLD	  BUSINESS:	  
Office	  Renovations-‐Are	  complete	  with	  new	  wiring	  and	  new	  ceiling	  tiles.	   	  New	  lighting	  was	  also	   installed,	  
with	  an	  extra	  row	  of	  lights	  down	  the	  middle	  of	  the	  room	  making	  it	  much	  brighter	  for	  working.	  
Tackle	  Box	  Bridge-‐Work	  should	  begin	  sometime	  in	  May	  and	  conclude	  in	  the	  fall	  months	  of	  2013.	  
Route	  29	  Bridge-‐Work	  is	  currently	  being	  done	  on	  the	  bridge;	  only	  single-‐lane	  traffic	  in	  the	  area	  currently.	  

NEW	  BUSINESS:	  
A	  meeting	  was	  held	  on	  April	  9th,	  2013,	  with	  Village	  officials	  and	  the	  Village	  and	  Town	  Attorneys	  re	  the	  steps	  
that	  need	  to	  be	  concluded	  for	  the	  Salem	  Volunteer	  Fire	  Department	  to	  become	  independent.	  	  Our	  thirty-‐day	  
Permissive	  Referendum	  will	  conclude	  on	  May	  22nd,	  2013.	  	  If	  everything	  gets	  approved,	  there	  will	  have	  to	  be	  a	  
new	  contract	  in	  place	  for	  the	  remaining	  seven	  months	  of	  fire	  protection	  with	  the	  Salem	  Volunteer	  Fire	  Dep’t.,	  
beginning	  on	  June	  1-‐December	  31,	  2013.	  
Planter	  Box-‐Supervisor	  Pitts	  hopes	  to	  install	  a	  new	  planter	  box	  by	  the	  sign	  on	  Route	  30.	  
Veteran’s	  Park-‐Re-‐seeding	  will	  be	  done	  the	  end	  of	  April,	  first	  part	  of	  May,	  depending	  on	  the	  weather.	  
Resolution	  #18-‐introduced	  by	  Councilman	  Bruce	  Ferguson,	  seconded	  by	  Councilwoman	  Dottie	  Schneider,	  to	  
set	  a	  public	  hearing	   for	  7:15	  pm	  on	  May	  8th,	  2013,	  before	   the	   regular	  monthly	  meeting	  of	   the	  Salem	  Town	  
Board	  for	  the	  purpose	  of	  reviewing	  and	  approving	  the	  fire	  contract	  with	  the	  Salem	  Volunteer	  Fire	  Department,	  
Inc.	  for	  the	  remaining	  seven	  (7)	  months	  of	  2013,	  beginning	  June	  1-‐December	  31,	  2013.	  	  Town	  Attorney,	  Alan	  
Wrigley	  will	  prepare	  the	  contract	  and	  have	  it	  available	  for	  the	  meeting.	  	  Clerk	  Pat	  Gilchrist	  will	  put	  a	  notice	  in	  
the	  ‘Eagle	  Newspaper’	  for	  the	  Public	  Hearing.	  	  Passed	  unanimously	  5-‐0	  
COUNTY	  UPDATES:	  
PVI-‐Asset	  purchase	  agreement	  has	  been	  signed;	  due	  diligence	  is	  being	  done	  by	  the	  purchaser.	  
Public	  Health/Hospice-‐Should	  become	  private	  by	  next	  month;	  have	  hired	  many	  of	  same	  nurses,	  aides,	  etc.	  	  
Both	  are	  not	  being	  bought	  by	  the	  same	  entity.	  
	  
Motion	   to	  Adjourn-‐Motion	   to	   adjourn	   the	   regular	  monthly	  meeting	   of	   the	   Salem	  Town	  Board	  made	   by	  
Councilman	   Joe	  Wever,	   seconded	   by	   Councilman	  Harold	  Gilchrest.	   	   Passed	   unanimously	   5-‐0.	   	  Meeting	  was	  
adjourned	  @	  8:35	  pm.	  
Next	  Meeting:	   	  Next	  regular	  monthly	  meeting	  of	  the	  Town	  of	  Salem	  Town	  Board	  will	  be	  held	  on	  May	  08,	  
2013,	  @	  6:30	  pm	  for	   review	  and	  signing	  of	  Warrants	  #4	  and	  Abstract	  #4;	  meeting	   to	  begin	  after	   the	  Public	  
Hearing	  at	  7:15	  pm.	  
	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Respectfully	  submitted,	  
	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Patricia	  A.	  Gilchrist-‐Town	  Clerk	  
	  



	  
	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
	  

	  

	  


